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We will here take the alternative approach of giving to the
term ‘communication’ and the cognate terms ‘communicate’
and ‘communicative’ a somewhat narrower interpretation than
they may bear in everyday usage. The narrowing consists in
the restriction of the term to the intentional transmission of

information by means of some established signalling-system;
and initially at least, we will restrict the term still further —
to the intentional transmission of factual, or propositional,

information.

The principal signalling-system employed by human beings
for the transmission of information, though not the only one, are
languages.
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() the fact that spoken interaction entails the collective creation
of meaning by the establishment of some degree of common
mental context, defining what can be taken as given, working
out where people are coming from, converging towards each
other or defining and maintaining a comfortable distance, (.)
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